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DOCTRINE. 


A GENERAL VIEW 
OF THE ARGUMENTS FoR THE Unity oF Gop. 





from Reason, from the Scriptures, and from History. 
By Juosupa Priestity, D.D. F.R.S. 
CONCLUDED. 
V. Maxims of Mistorical Criticism, by which 
the yrecedi if” artic! S may be tried, 


ié 


i 
1. Wren two persons give different accounts 


of things, that evidence is to be preferred, which | 
they joined that society. Summary View, No. 


is either in itself more probable, or more agree- 
able to other credible testimony. 

2. Neither is entire credit to be given to any 
set of men with respect to what is reputable to 
them. nor to their enemies with respect to what 
is disreputable ; but the account given by the 
one may be balanced by that of the other. Sum- 
mary View, No. 10. 

3. Accounts of any set of men given by their 
enemies only are always suspicious. But the 
confessions of enemies, and circumstances favor- 
bie to any body of men, collected from the 
writings of their adversaries, are deserving of 
particular regard. 

1. [tis more natural for men who wish to 
speak disparagingly ef any sect to undervalue 

ir numbers, as well as every thing else rela- 
ing to them; and it is equally natural tor those 
who wish to speak respectfully of any party, to 
represent the members of it as more numerous 
than they ave. Summary View, No. 13. 
Wihea persons form themselves into socie 
ties. so as to be distinguishable from others, they 
never jail to get some perticular name, either 
assumed by themselves, or imposed by others. 
This is necessary in order to make them the 
subject of conversation, long paraphrases in dis- 
course being very inconvenient. Summary 
View. No. 8. 

6. When particular opinions are ascribed to a 
particular class of men, without any distinction 
of the time when those opinions were adopted 
by them, it may be presemed, that they were 
supposed to hoid those opinions from the time 
that they received their denomination. Sum- 
mary View, No. 4. 

7. When a particular description is given of 
a class of persons within any period of time, any 
person who can be proved to have had the pro- 


per character of one of that class, may be| 


deemed to have belonged to it, and to have en- 
joyed all the privileges of it, whatever they 
were. Summary View, No. 9. 

8. When an historian, or weiter of any kind, 


° 4 " . - . | 
professedly enumerates the several species be-| 


longing to any genus, or general body of men, 
and omits any particular species or denomina- 
tion, which, if it bad belonged to the genus, he 
from his situation and circumstances, was not 
likely to have overlooked, it may be presumed 
that he did not consider that particalar species as 
belonging to the genus. Summary View, No. 7. 

9. Great changes in opinion are not usually 
made of a sudden, and uever by great bodies of 
men, That history, therefore, which repre- 
sents such changes as having been made gradu- 





ally, and by easy steps, is always the more pro- 


bable on that account. Summary View, No. 16. 

10. The common or unlearned people, in any 
country, who do not speculate much, retain 
longest any opinions with which their minds 
have been much impressed + and therefore we 
always look for the oldest cp/nions in any coun- 
try, or any class of men among the common 
people, and not among the learned. Summary 
View, 13, 14. 

11. If any new opinions be introduced into a 
society, they are most likely to have introduced 
them, who held opinions similar to them before 


15. 

12. If any particular opinion, has never failed 
to excite great indignation in all ages and na- 
tions, in which a contrary opinion has been gen- 
erally receivtedgand that particular opinion can 
be proved to have existed in any age or country 
when it did not excite indignation, it may be 
concluded that it had many partizans in that age 
or country. For the opinion being the same, tt 
could not of itself be more respectable : and hu- 
man nature being the same, it could not have 
been regarded in the same light, so long as the 
same stress was laid on the opposite opinion. 
Summary View, No. 1, 11, 12. 

13. WWen a time is given, in which any very 
remarkable and interesting opinion was not be- 
lieved by a certain ciass of people, and anviker 
time in which the belief of it was general, the 
introduction of such an opinion may always be 
known by the effects which it will produce upon 
the minds, and in the conduct of men; by the 
alarm which it will give to some, and the de- 
fence of it by others. If, therefore, no alarm 
was given, and no defence of it was made with- 
in any particular period, it may be concluded that 
the introduction of it did not take place within 
that period. Summary View, No. 2, 3, 6. 

14. When any particular opinion or practice, 
is necessarily or customarily accompanied by 
any other opinion or practice; if the latter be 
not found within any particular period, it may 
be presumed that the former did not exist with- 
in that period. Summary View, No. 5. 

It will be perceived that the whole of this 
historical evidence is in favour, of the proper 
unitarian doctrine, or that of Christ being a 
mere man, having been the faith of the primi- 
tive church, in opposition to the Arian no less 
than the Trinitarian hypothesis. 

As tothe Arian hypothesis in particular, I do 
not know that it can be traced any higher than 
Arius himself, or at least the age in which he 
lived. Both the Gnostics and the Platonizing 
christians were equally far from supposing that 
Christ was a being created out of nothing ; the 
former having thought him to be an emanation 
from the supreme being, and the latter the logos 
of the Father personified. And though they 
some times applied the term creuiion to this per- 
sonificution, still they did not suppose it to be a 
creation out of nothing. It was only a modifi- 
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NO. 22. 





Upon the whole, the Arian hypothesis ap- 
| pears to be destitute of all support from chris 
tian antiquity. Whereas it was never denied 
| that the proper unitarian doctrine existed in 
ithe time of the apostles: and I think it evident, 
that it was the faith of the bulk of christians, 
and especially the unlearned christians, for two 
or three centuries after Christ. 


——— 

















FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


A SHORT SERMON. 


& For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men, teaching us, that denying 
ungodliness, and wor ldly lusts, we should live sober- 
ly, righteously, and godly in this present world.” 

- Titus ii. 11, 12. 

1. There are three distinguishing characteris- 
tics, mentioned in this text, by which we learn 
the nature of the grace of God. It brings sal- 
vation, it is impartial towards mankind, as it ap- 
pears to all, and it teaches the same lesson to 
every one. Its salvation, its impartiality, and its 
power to teach men are its divine qualities 
which distinguish it from the wisdom of this 
world, which supposes that men must save 
themselves, that all men cannot be saved, and 
is calculated not to teach, but to keep people in 
ignorance. 

The wisdom of this world, which cometh to 
nought, contends, that if salvation is for all man- 
kind, and if we believe this fact, it will lead us 
to ungodliness, to worldly lusts, to every thing 
in short, by which we could dishonour and _tor- 
ment ourselves. But our text teaches exactly 
the reverse. ‘That grace of God which brings 
us salvation, teaches us to deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, and to live soberly ; that is to 
live temperately; righteously ; that is to do 
right by our fellow creatures, to do as we would 
be done unto; and godly ; that is, that we should 
live pious, religious lives, doing all things in 
that way which best suits the mind of our hea- 
venly Father. ‘This is to live godly; all this, 
the grace of God teaches us to do in this pre- 
sent world. Here is where we need such 
teaching, and here let us practise these lessons 
of grace. 

oes cereeciaeS 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE, . 

One of our liberal clergyman, as we are told, 
of respectable standing, in the neighbourhood 
of this town, was not long since treating on the 
subject of the punishment of the wicked, which 
he endeavoured to set forth on-what is thought 
to be the rational principle of punishing sinners 
in the future world according to their crimes, 
which they commit in this. The theme of his 
reasoning led him into that period when these 
culprits will have received their puntshment in 
full. Here the preacher paused, knowing that 
be had gone further than the established policy 
‘of this class of preachers allows, and had im- 
plied that he believed in a time when the wick- 





cation of what existed before. For God, they |ed would deserve no more punishment. From 


said, was always logikos, or had within him that 
principle which afterwards assumed a personal 
character. 


this difficulty he made a sudden effort to exone- 
rate himself, by saying ; * and further we have 
no right to inquire.” 























8b 
—_ 
¥OR THE MAGAZINE, 
~eer 
Dialogue between a Universalist and a Limitarian. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 54, 

Lim. 1 can assure you, my brother, my mind has 
passed through no small change on this subject. And 
it now seems almost unaccountable how it ever hap- 
pened that professed christians disbelieved the salvation 
of all men. When they first profess to have experienc- 
ed vital religion, they usually state in their relation, 
that they were brought to consider themselves the 
chiefest of sinners, and more deserving of the divine 
displeasure thanany others ; but notwithstanding their 
sins were as mountains, it pleased God to bring them 
low, though of the deepest dye, they were made as 
white as wool. Now how can such views as these cor- 
respond with the belief that God will not have mercy 
on other sinners? It appears perfectly clear to me, 
that for one who tells the foregoing experience, to deny 
the salvation ef all, is to charge our heavenly Father 
with partiality ; and I certainly cannot clear myself of 
having committed this egregious wrong, though! did 
it ignorantly, as! doubt notothers now do. Such were 
the convictions of my mind on this subject, that I could 
scarcely forgive myself; but I find that one blessed 
quality of divine truth is, that it not only shows us our 
errors, but washes away the stain; as expressed by the 
blessed Saviour, **Sanctify them through thy truth, 
thy word is truth.*? Besides what I have already stat- 
ed, the professing christian acknowledges, without re- 
serve, that the spirit of Christ leads to forgiveness. And 
the convert to experimental religion informs us that he 
can sincerely forgive all his enemies, and can heartily 
pray for their salvation. Now while this perfectly cor- 
responds with the commandments of Christ, who re- 
quires of his disciples, that they love their enemies, do 
good to them that hate them, and pray for them who 
despitefolly use them and persecute them, how is it 
that we have supposed it to be inconsistent with the 
forgiveness and salvation of those whom we forgive, and 
for whom we are directed to pray? Furthermore, 
christian people all as one, profess to rejoice in the con- 
version of sinners to God, and often repeat the words 
of the Saviour, ** Joy shall be heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just 
persons, which need no repentance.”? But how can 
this be made to correspond with the belief that millions 
of sinners are doomed, by the God of love, to eternal 
impenitence ? In short, my mind is so changed on this 
subject, that I am led to believe that there never was a 
real christian at heart, that was not at the same time, 
in heart, a universalist ; though he might be something 
else in theory. 

Uni. 1 am most agreeably entertained with the re- 
marks you have made on the several sections of the 
subject to which I called your attention. The general 
tenour of scripture, the unbiassed dictates of enlighten- 
ed reason, and the genuine experience of every true 
christian, you now see are happily united, and harmo- 
nize in the universal benevolence and salvation of God. 
There is one subject more, before you proceed to state 
those passages of scripture for solution, which appear 
dark, or of doubtful application, on which I wish to 
converse with you, with that freedom which has happi- 
ly characterized our conference thus far. ‘That is, your 
views of the moral tendency of the doctrine of universal 
salvation. You well know, that it is constantly alleged 
by its opposers, that this doctrine naturally leads to li- 
centiousness, and an immoral life. Do be kind enough 
to inform me your present views on this very important 
question. 

Lim. Important indeed! Any doctrine, whose nat- 
ural tendency is toimmorality, every moralist as well 
as every christian, must view as dangerous to the good 
of society, and deserving of universal execration. | 
have had such views of universalism myself, and have 
vo doubt that thousands now view it in the same light. 
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On account of the fears which I have entertained on 
this subject I have been extremely backward in leting 
jt be known, that my mind had undergone any change 
favourable to this sentiment, 
the truth of the doctrine, | entered into a candid trial 
of the question relative to its moral consequences ; and 
the result was widely different from my former impres- 
sions. It is true, there is no good thing which may not 
a some way, be abused, but the abuse of the blessings 





of heaven can never rationally be chargeable to these 
blessings themselves. St. Paul says to the Galatians, 
** Brethren, ye have been called unto liberty ; only use 
not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love 
serve one another.”? And Jude speaks of the ungodly, 
who turn the grace of God into lasciviousness, but this 
grace cannot be justly’ chargeable with the use which 
the ungodly make of it. The merits of the question 
may be tried in a number of ways, but the decision will 
be the same. It may, for instance, be asked whether 
the impartial goodness of the father of a number of 
children is not dangerous to their morals? What ans- 
wer would be proper in this case? That goodness, and 
those favours which are indispensable for the children, 
may be abused by them all, Will it do, therefore, to 
say thata partial conduct would be more justifiable in 
the parent? No, surely wisdom does not direct in this 
way ; but it provides a remedy in tle case of a misuse 
of favours, and by suitable corrections reduces the fro- 
ward heart to obedience and economy. If the father 
of the prodigal had refused to give hima portion of 
goods, it is true he could not have spent it in the im- 
proper manner set forth in the parable, nor would the 
son have been reduced, by his own imprudence to a 
state of wretchedness and want. But after all wisdom 
dictated the bountiful bestowments which he receiveds 
and provided a remedy for the evils arising from an a- 
buse of favours. But the natural obligation arising from 
impartial goodness is most evidently bindingson all alike, 
and if the most reasonable consequence of the good- 
ness of God is to lead men to repentance, a manifesta- 
tion of this goodness is certainly consistent with the de- 
sirable object of bringing every sinner to repentance,— 
This question is capable of being returned to its pro- 
poser; for if the doctrine of the salvation of al! men is 
supposed to be of dangerous tendency, then the belief 
of the salvation of an elected number must be so to 
them. We may look at this subject by bringing it into 
a narrow circle. Suppose then that the whole family 
of man consisted of only one hundred ; if a belief that 
the whole hundred were appointed unto salvation would 
naturally tend to render the whole immoral, then if 
fifty only should believe that they were heirs of mercy, 
this belief would tend to make the fifty, who had it, im- 
moral. Now look at the rest. Would the doctrine of 
their reprobation, and their appointment to endless 
misery tend to make them moral? But why should 
measures be taken to moralize men from eternal misery ? 
But to speak more directly to the subject, 1 am fully 
convinced that a gracious, merciful, kind and compas- 
sionate doctrine, which holds out no indications of par. 
tial goodness, or of unmerciful punishment has a direct 
tendency to impress its own divine image on the mind 
of the believer, and to mcline the disposition to traverse 
the same merciful course in which its tenets are all di- 
rected. And as far as | have been able to judge of the 
tendency of different religions and laws, I am fully con- 
vinced that those of the most clemency serve to huma- 
nize society, and render men kind to each other; while 
those of a different character serve to harden men’s 
hearts, and to render them so unfeeling, that to sce 
them suffer the most excruciating tortures gives them 
little or no sensation of pity, and brings on such a mer- 
ciless spirit that men will contemplate the eternal tor- 
ments of their fellow creatures, with little or no com- 
passion. Yea I am sorry to say, that many people 
seem to be disturbed in their feelings at the thought of 
the final salvation of all men! And certainly J} can 





But being convinced of 


of a more immoralizing character.——Mucli more, dear 
sir, | feel that I might say on this subject, but what | 
have offered will give you to understand the light ip 
which I now view it. 

TO BE CONTINUED, 
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FROM THY. CHRISTIAN ADVOCATRE, 
aan 
TO HENRY BOWEN, 
Editor of the Universalist Mazazine. 

Sir,— We have read with much pain the numbers ot 
your paper. —W hen the conspiracy against christianity, 
which took its rise in France, was brought to nought, 
it was so manifestly a mark of God's displeasure, Wwe 
had a hoped it would never again be attempted—but 
in this we were disappointed ; and it is a painful duty 
incumbent on us to remark, that the man to whom this 
letter is addressed, is he who has again dared to stand 
forth in opposition to the Lamb of God! We would 
remind you, sir, you are mortal—and the day is not fat 
distant when you will be arraigned at tie bar of God 
who, thongh he is merciful yet is just, and will not suf- 
fer iniquity to go unpunished.—Then how will you be 
able to stand before the face of hins you have de nied : 
Reflect, my dear sir, upon the course you are pursuing ; 
you are not only ** making your own damnation sure, 
but using all the allurcments of smooth lancuace to de 
ceive the simple and unthinking. Their blood, vou 
may rest assured, will be required at your hands. Bo. 
we pray you, for your own soul’s sake, Jeave off you: 
fiend-like conduct, and come to God with an humbi 
heart, praying that he may forgive your sins and many 
short-comings. 

But, if you are determined to pursue the course you 
have began, remember we have warned you against that 
day when Christ shall appear taking vengeance on them 
that believe not the gospel. 

TO THOMAS J. STEVENSON, 
Publisher of the Christian 4drocate in reply lo the 
foregoing. 

Dear Sir,—It seems proper to inform you, that ii 
as much blame belongs to the editor of the Universalis! 
Magazine as you seem to lay to his charge, yet it is not 
Henry Bowen, the publisher of the Magazine, but the 
subscriber to this letter, who must be accountable fo: 
these wrongs. 

After giving you this information, we have some que- 
ries to state concerning what you have said, designed 
against the editor of the Magazine. : 

. You charge him of daring ‘to stand forth in opposi- 
pap AE 
christianity por as ode “nail : aa ves oo 
; f y, § as mi S appearance in re > 
and which ** was brought to nought,” as you think. by 

, » by 
a **mark of God’s displeasure.” 

We shall not indulge any curiosity in asking you to 
rag Poocppmrerpipercatear eos: 

é haelity 5 shali we trouble you to point out 
the reason why God should display his displeasure a- 
gainst infidelity in France, in order to set up a religion 
in which you do not believe. 

But we wish to ask, in the spirit of meekness, why 
you charge the editor of the Universalist Magazine with 


‘ 


the crime of daring ** to stand forth in opposition to the 
Lamb of God”? Several considerations induce to this 
inquiry ; some of which are the following : 

1. Taking your remarks in their connexion. one 
would be led to suppose that by ** Lamb of God " you 
mean the papal religion, which has rezained imbeiilbl 
cy in i rance. But as this seems improbable, we are 
inclined to believe, that by ** Lamb of God,” you mean 
him, of Whom the forerunner of the Saviour said, * Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the ie of the 
world,”? 





et of no disposition, which now appears to me 
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2, If this be the Lamb of God, of whom you speak, 
why do you charge the universalist of standing * forth 
in opposition” to him? The universalist is the only 
believer in the world, who believes that the ‘* Lamb of 
God” takes away the sin of the world. All other per- 
<uasions believe that the ** Lamb of God” will take a- 
way the sin of all who are of their respective creeds ; 
but they do not allow that he will take away the sin of 
the world. For instance, you, no doubt, believe that 
the ** Lamb of God” will take away your sin, but you 
appear not willing to allow that he will take away the 
sin of the editor of the Universalist Magazine, because 
this editor believes and endeavours to persnade others 
to believe that this blessed ** Lamb of God” will take 
away the sin of the world, 

3. Not only do the preceding considerations lead us 
to ask why you accuse the editor in manner and form 
above stated, but we ask this question because you have 
stated this charge without attempting to point the ac- 
cused to a single instance wherein be has opposed the 
‘* Lamb of God.” 
proceedure with propriety? 

You go on and inform the editor of 


Dear sir, can you reconcile such 


the Universalist 
Magazine, that he is ** mortal,’ and that ** the day ts 
not far distant when” he ** will be arraigned at the bar 
of God,’ who you say, “though he is merciful, yet Is 
just, and will not suffer iniquity to go unpunished.”— 
(nd you ask the aeceused how he ‘ will be able to 
stand before the face of him he has denied‘ By this 
charge you represent the accused of being guilty of de- 
nying God; thus you make him an Atheist. Can you 
think hard of us if we call on you to prove, from any 
hing we have published, that we deny God? The 
rule laid down by our blessed Saviour certainly requires 
us to do as we would be done by. Now would you 
think yourself treated according to the forgoing rule, 
by one who should charge you of daring to stand forth 
in opposition to the Lamb of God, and also of denying 
God; and all this without giving any reason for so 
doing ? 

But as if the foregoing charges were not sufficient to 
be named in one short communication, you proceed to 
state the following in addition: You say, ‘* you are not 
only making your own damnation sure, but using all 
the allurements of smooth language to deceive the sim- 
ple and unthinking.” In this, dear brother, you 2c- 
cuse the editor of the Universalist Magazine of a design 
to deceive, If you are a man of the good sense we 
think you are, you must look on the man whom you 
have thus accused, as having forfeited all claim on the 
confidence of his fellow-creatures! Does it appear to 
you that you have evidence enough against the accused 
to fully justify your bringing such heavy charges? Do 
you think it is doing God service to aim such darts as 


these at one whom you know not, only that he endea- | 


yours to persuade men into a belief of the afinile, tin- 
partial goodness of our heavenly Father 2 

But how do you know that the editor of the Uni- 
versalist Magazine is ** making his own damnation sure”’? 
Even allowing he is in an error, and far out of the way 
of divine truth, are you certain that his mistakes are 
unpardonable? Have you anticipated the last decis- 
ion so perfectly as to know that our great High Priest, 


and who hath compassion on the ignorant, and on them 
who are out of the way, will have no compassion on 
him? Js ita matter of certainty that the judge of all 
ihe earth Jooks on the doctrine of his own universal 
goodness and mercy with such abhorrence as you seem 
to do? You must allow that the scriptures inform us, 
that “the Lord is good to all, and that his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works ;” that ** where sin abounded, 
grace did much more abound ;”° that *‘ as by the oflence 
of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation, 
even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life; and that, * as 
m Adam all die, even so in Christ thal] all be made a- 
‘ive.”? Are you, dear sir, authorised to say, that our 
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believing what these and many more passages so plain- 
ly declare, is an unpardonable offence in the sight of 
him, whom &t. Paul calls the Saviour of all men? 

Brother SrevENson, it is our humble opinion, that 
we are in greater danger of departing from that charity 
which is the brightest jewel in the religion of the Saviour, 
and of exercising a hard and censorious spirit ; than of 
committing errors in matters of opinion. Therefore, 
while we may regard your exhortation against error as 
worthy of attention, we feel a double obligation to guard 
against that ** manner of spirit,’ which we regret to say 
too much characterizes your communication to the ed- 
itor, whom you so vehemently censure. 

You are reminded of the charming title of your pa- 
per; ‘“*CaristrAn ApvocaTe.” If you advocate 
christianity, you must do it with the spirit of Christ, 
who says, ** Judge not, that ye be hot jadged.” If you 
think the subscriber is erroneous in his sentiments, be 
so good as to point out his errors, and refute them by 
the authority of scripture and reason, for which kind 
labour you will be entitled to, and shall most surely re- 
ceive the thanks of your friend and fellow servant in 


the Lord. HOSEA BALLOU, 





We have received a request from a christian brother 
in Andover, N. H. for some observations on Johni. 1, 
&c. Eph. iii. 9. Col. i. 16, &c. Heb. i. 1, &c. The ob- 
ject of this request is to have it shown how these pas- 
sages are to be understood without allowing that Jesus 
Christ is essentially God, the Creator of the Universe. 
Our brother will find in our last paper, an application 
of the passage in John, by which we signified that the 
creation of all things by the word of promise, or doc- 
trine of divine truth, means, not the creation of the sun, 
moon, stars, earth, &c. but the dispensations ordained 
in the economy of divine wisdom. Such as the law of 
Moses, the Levitical priesthood, with all its rituals, and 
the economy of the gospel dispensation and ministry, 
with which may be connected the ordinances of heav- 
en in the governments of the nations of the earth. See 
the text in Ephesians ; ** And to make all men see what 
is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the begin- 
ning of the world hath been hid in God, who created 
all things by Jesus Christ... What is here meant by 
‘Call things’? ?) See the next verse; **To the intent 
that now, unto the principalities and powers in heaven- 
ly places, might be known by the church the manifold 
wisdom of God.’? These principalities and powers 
constituted in the church are the “all things” which 
were created by Christ, or constituted by his wisdom. 
See again the passage in Collossians; ** For by him 
were all things created that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth ; visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers, all things 
were created by him, and for him; and he is before all 
things, and by him all things consist; and he is the 
head of the body, the church; who is the beginning, 
the first-born from the dead; that in all things he might 
have the pre-eminence ; for it hath pleased the Father 
that in him should all fullness dwell.”? Now it seems 








very evident that the apostle was speaking of the things 
which appertain to the church, and when he speaks of 


, — : —.?|* all things,” he means all things which concerned the 
who has been touched with the feeling of our infirmities, | 


economy of the gospel in all ages and dispensations.— 
If by ‘**all things”? the apostle had intended to compre- 
hend the sun, the moon, the stars, and all material na- 
ture, why did he express himself in manner and form as 
above cited? Why did he say; ‘* Whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities or powers” ?— 
Why did he not say; whether they be suns, moons, 
stars, or the earth, or the beasts of the field, the fowls 
of the air, or the fish of the sea? The fact is the apos- 
tle was speaking of no such subject. He was endeav- 
ouring to set forth the glorious eminence of Christ in 
the church of God. Sce the passage in Hebrews; ** By 
whom also he made the worlds.”? Here the word world 
refers to dispensations or orders of things. See in the 
9th of this epistle; ** But pow once in the end of the 
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world, hath he appeared, to put away sin by the sacri- 
fice of himself.» This world, in the end of which Je- 
sus came, was evidently the Levitical priesthood, as the 
context fully shows. 


4 SUBJECT OF REGRET. 

W uy should the reasonable creature man become his 
own enemy, disregard his rational being and happiness, 
and destroy all that is noble in himself by indulging in 
intemperance? This, though to the reasonable mind, 
one of the greatest outrages ever committed on propri- 
ety and decency, has become one of the most frequent, 
which are practised in our country. This is certainly 
a subject of regret. Parents, be cautious that the ex- 
ample you set be not such as may lead your sons into 
this vice. Young men, you are too noble, too glorious, 
in your reasonable nature to render it fit that you should 
be governed by appetite and passion. Be careful that 
you keep in the path which reason dictates, and you 
will shun intemperance, and avoid its bane. 








Errata. 

Our readers will please to correct the following errors 
which escaped notice in the communication of * Zuista’ 
in our last paper.—In first column 2d paragraph 12th 
line for ‘* writing”? read rejecting ; 16th line same par- 
agraph for ‘* raising” read reading.—In 2d column last 
line Ist paragraph for ** invisible” read visible.—In the 
27th line from bottom of column for * or united” read 
and existed. 
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MARRIED, ’ 
In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Greenwood, Mr. Joel 
F. Thayer, mer. to Miss Charlotte Fessenden. 
By Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Cornelius B. Simmons to 
Miss Elizabeth J. Bradford. 
By the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Jsaac Bell to Miss Eliza 
James. 


Mr. Abner Briggs to Miss Betsy T. Robinson. 





DIED, 

In this town, Mr. Samuel N. Fowler, tailor, aged 27, 
and Mr. Samuel Thompson, 64, both formerly of Ports- 
mouth.—Mr. Michael Roulstone, jr. 21.—Mr. Samuel 
L. Parker, 52.—Miss Kezia West, 57.—Miss Julia Ma- 
ria Spear, 22.—Capt. Joseph Mumford.—A son o: Mr. 
Phinehas Dow, 4. 

In Kittery, on the 11th inst. Mrs. Many Bancer, 
consort of Wm, Badger, Esq. aged 56, after a most 
painful and distressing confinement of sixteen months, 
which she bore with a more than usual portion of forti- 
tude, composure and resignation. Few individuals ever 
lived more esteemed and beloved, or died more regret- 
ed than Mrs. B.; for few possessed more amiable traits 
of character or more benevolence of disposition. She 
was a firm and unshaken believer in, and a zealous and 
ardent defender of the doctrine of the restoration of all 
things, and her life was a practical comment upon it; 
for it breathed lore and good will to all. All her hopes 
for time and eternity were made to rest on Christ artd 
‘*him crucified ;” she built upon ** none other founda- 
tion ;”? all else was ** hay, wood, stubble.”” She abun- 
dantly proved the truth of what is said of the doctrine 
che held to, that “it is a good one to live by,” for it 
inade her an affectionate wife, a tender and indulgent 
mother, a kind mistress, a sincere friend, benevolent and 
humane to the poor and needy, a useful and honourable 
member of society, and an ornament to her sex. If the 
doctrine was found good in life, oh! how infinitely bet- 
ter and deurer it became as she approached the end of 
her earthly career. This was evidenced by all who 
surrounded her person curing her long and trying ill- 
ness to the very close of it. But fortitude, patience, 
and resignation, amid the severest sufferings, spoke a 
language not to be misunderstood ; she was never found 
wandering in the valley of despondency ; death had lost 
its sting, and she fell quictly asleep in the arms of her 
God and Saviour. May the remembrance of ber many 
virtues assuage the sorrows of her mourning triends, and 
may their latter end be like hers, happy !—[ Oracle. 








"NOW IN THE PRESS, 

And will be ready for sale at this Office, Monday next, 
A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 

salist Meeting House in Boston, on Sabbath morning 

last, Nov. 21—-by Hosea BAtvov, pastor.—Ezek. xiii. 

A, ** O Israci, thy prophets are like the foxes in the de- 
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POETS’ CORNER. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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GOD THE AUTHOR OF ALL THINGS. 


WHO made the sun to rule the day, 
And moon to guide the night? 

*T was God, the Father of the world, 
Sole author of the light. 


Who made the spring to bloom so gay, 
And does the summer call ? 

*Tis God, who guards us ev'ry day, 
With equal love to all. 

Who gave us minds to seek the truth, 
His word to understand ? 

Who spread the gospel o’er the earth? 
"Twas done by God’s command. 


Who watches o’er us while we sleep, 
And ev'ry want supplies? 

*Tis God, who will his children keep, 
Whose goodness never dies. 

Who gives us liberty and peace, 

And who will sinners save ? 

°Tis God, whose goodness ne’er will cease, 


When seas forget to wave. M. 


——_ 
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AN ACROSTIC. 


CHRIST the Saviour of mankind, 
Heals the broken heart and mind, 
Renders ev’ry blessing dear, 

Is, when call’d forever near ; 

Sinners are through him forgiv’n, 
Tak’n from earth they soar to heay’n. 


Through the space of thirty years, 
He took on him life’s ills and cares, 
Endow’d with grace, knew not its fears. 


Such was Christ, he died for all, 
Arose from death—they heard his call, 
Virtue gladden’d—vice dismay’d, 

Ills forgiv’n—death was staid ; 

Oh! rejoice, mankind is free, 

Under Christ we glad shall be, 
Reaching skies we him shall see. 





SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
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** And ihere were in the same country, shepherds a- 
hiding in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by 
night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone about them, &c. &c.” 


Luke ii. 8. 
THE night was moonless :—Judah’s shepherds kept 
Their star-light watch: their flocks around them slept. 
To heav’n’s blue fields their wakeful eyes were turn’d, 
And to the fires that there eternal burn’d. 
Those azure regions had been peopled long, 
With Fancy’s children, by the sons or sone: 
And there, the simple shepherd, conning o’er 
His humble pittance of Chaldean lore, 
Saw, in the stillness of the starry night, 
The Swan* and Eagle* wing their silent flight ; 
And, from their spangled pinions, as they flew, 
On Israel’s vales of verdure, show’r the dew: 
Saw their the brilliant gems, that nightly flare 
In the thin mist of Berenice’s hair* ; 
And there, Bootes” roll his lucid wain, 
On sparkling wheels, along the etherial plain: 
And their, the Pleiades,* in tuneful gyre, 
Pursue forever the star-studded Lyre*: 
And there, with bickering lash, heav’n’s Charioteer® 
Urge round the Cynosuret his bright career. 





* The names of Consteilations and parts of Constella- 
tione. . * The pole star. 
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While thus the shepherds watch’d the host of night, 
O’er heav’ns blue concave flash’d a sudden light. 
Th’ unrolling glory spread its folds divine 
O’er the green hills and vales of Palestine ; 

And lo, descending angels, hovering there, 

Stretch’d their loose wings, and in the purple air, 

Hung o’er the sleepless guardians of the fold ;— 

When that high anthem, clear, and strong, and bold, 

On wavy paths of trembling ether ran: 

** Glory to God ;—benevolence to man ;— 

‘6 Peace to the world» and in full concert came, 

From silver tubes, and harps of golden frame, 

The loud and sweet response, whose choral strains 

Linger’d and languish’d on Judea’s plains. 

Yon living lamps, charm’d from their chambers blue, 

By airs so heawnly, from the skies withdrew: 

All ?—all, but one, that hung and burn’d alone, 

And, with mild lustre, o’er Bethlehem shone. 

Chaldea’s sages saw that orb afar 

Glow unextinguish’d ;—twas Salvation’s Star ; 
[Irom Pierpont’s Airs of Palestine. 
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christians have continued as corrupt as the rest of man- 
kind in their morals: yea so much the more perverse 
and criminal as their lights were greater. Unless it be 
a very small select number, all other christians, like 
the Pagans, will be forever damned ; the great sacrifice 
offered up for these will become void and of no effect; 
God will take delight for ever in their torments and 
blasphemies ; and though he can by one fiat change 
their hearts, yet they will remain forever unconverted 
and unconvertible. It is true, that all this makes God 
odious ; a hater of souls, rather than a lover of them; a 
cruel, vindictive tyrant, an impotent or a wrathful de- 
mon, rather than an all-powerful, beneficent father of 
spirits ; yet all this isa mystery. He has secret reasons 
for his conduct that are impenetrable ; and though he 
appears unjust and barbarous, yet we must believe the 
contrary, because what is injustice, crime, cruelty, and 
the blackest malice in us, is in him justice, mercy, and 
sovereign goodness, Thus the incredulous fre e-think- 
ers, the Judaizing christians, und the fatalistic doctors, 
have disfigured and dishonoured our holy faith; thus 
they have confounded the nature cood and evil, 
transformed the most monstrous passions into divine 
attributes, and surpassed the Pagans in blasphemy, by 





The following comprehensive view of the ** Calvinis- 
tic Divinity,”’ is extracted from the Philosophical Works | 
of the Chevalier Ramsay, and by inserting it in the) 
Universalist Magazine, the editor will oblige his friend. 

REKRAP. | 

“¢ What strange ideas, says he, could an Indian or a 
Christian Philosopher have of our holy religion, if they 
judged by the schemes given of it by our modern free- 
thinkers, and pharisaical doctors of all sects 2. Accord- 
ing to the odious and too vulgar systems of these in- 
credulous scoffers, and credulous scribblers, the God of 





the Jews is a most cruel, unjust, partial, and fantastical 
being. Me created about 6000 years ago a man and, 
woman, and placed them in a fine garden in Asia, of 
which there are no remains. The garden was furnish-| 
ed with all sorts of trees, fountains, and flowers. He | 
allowed them the use of al] the fruits of this beautiful | 
garden except of one, that was planted in the midst | 
thereof, and that had in it a secret virtue of preserving | 
them in continual health, and vigor of body and mind, | 
of flattering their natural powers, and making them | 
wise. The devil entered into the body of a serpent, | 
and solicited the first woman te eat of this forbidden | 
fruit. She engaged her husband to do the same. ‘To 
punish this slight curiosity and natural desire of life and 
knowledge, God not only threw our first parents out of 
Paradise, but he condemned all their posterity to tem- 
poral misery, and the greatest part of them to eternal 
pains, though the souls of all these innocent children 
have no more relation to that of Adam than to those of 
Nero and Mahomet ; since, according to the scholastic 
drivelers, fabulists, and mythologists, all souls are creat- 
ed pure, and infused immediatly into mortal bodies 
previous to their birth. To accomplish the barbarous 
partial decree of predestination and reprobation, God 
abandoned all nations to darkness, idolatry, and super- 
stition, without any saving knowledge or salutary gra- 
ces; unless it was ofe perticular nation, whom he chose 
as his peculiar people. This chosen nation was, how- 
ever, the most stupid, ungrateful, rebellious, and per- 
fidious of all nations. After God had thus kept the far 
greater part of all the human species during 4000 years, 
in a reprobate state, he changed all of a sudden, and | 
took a fancy for other nations beside the Jews. 
be sent his only begotten Son to the world, under a hu- 
man form, to appease his wrath, satisfy his vindictive 
justice, and die for the pardon of sin. Very few nations 
compared with the population of the whole world, how- 
ever, have heard of the gospel ; and all the rest, though 
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left in invincible ignorance, are damned without ex- 
ception or any possibility of remission. The greatest 
part of those who have heard of it, have changed only. 
some speculative notions about God, and some external 
forms in worship: for in all other respects the bullk of 





Then | 


‘ascribing to the ETERNAL NATURE as perfections, 


what makes the most horrid crimes amongst men. The 
grosser Pagans contented themselves with divinizing 
lust, igcest, and adultery; but the predcstinarian doc- 
tors have divinized cruelty, wrath, fury, vengeance, 
and all the blackest vices.” 
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“THE LOVE OF THE TRUTH.” 

TRvTH is lovely in its nature; there is no truth in 
the system of nature which is not lovely. ‘There 
is none in any part of science which is not lovely. There 
is none which has ever been found out by art that is 
not lovely If we ask the philosopher if he has mad 
any discoveries in nature, or ascertained any facts in 
its Jaws which cause gim any sorrow, or that he could 
wish were otherwise? He will answer, no; all he has 
seen harmonize in one beautiful whole. If we ask the 
astronomer, if, in studying the heay nly bodies, and 
their motions, be has learned a subject of regret, at 
which he grieves?) Tle will answer, no; every thing 
is beautiful and lovely in its order, Jf we ask the artist, 
we shall receive a similar answer; but if we ask divines. 
commonly so called, the systems of truth which they 
study is full of subjects of deep regret, and Jasting sor- 
row: The conclusion is they have not received ** th: 
love of the truth.” 
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Just Published and For Sale at this Office, 
The Cump’s Scripruran Careciism, by the Rev 
Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and 6 cents single. 

A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 
salist Meeting House, in this town, by Rev. H. Ballou, 
Pastor.—Text, St. Luke, xvi. 19—31. * There was @ 


certain rich man which was clothed in purple and fine 
linen, &e. &e. &e.”” 


Also. just received, and for sale as above, 

A Sermon, delivered at Dana, (Mass.) August 
1815, in commemoration of the untimely death of Wm. 
and Alonzo Babbit, two eldest sons of the Rev. James 
Babbit, who were instantaneously killed by an explo- 
sion, which took place inthe U.S. Laboratory, at Al- 
bany, N.Y. Dee. 13, 1613.—By their unfortunate Fa- 
ther.—Price 20 ceuts. 

A volume of Sermons, delivered in Philadel- 
phia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence. BY 
Rev. Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 
Church in that place.—Price 62 1-2 eents. 
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